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AGRICULTURAL SHORTCOMINGS

Inadequate Filelid Work:  Most broadcasts stress that although epring sowing now
requires concentrated effort, other aspects of field work--fram fodder procurement
to pest extermination--should nnt be treated as lightly a the past. Potato,
vegenab;e and fodder production are referred to as '"the mos*t disregarded sectors”
: and the rational utiligation of machinery and meintenance is seen

of agricult =
as still madequaf,e. Those zhoricomings cail for continued Party attention.

Furthermore . RADTANSKA UERAINA 7 May) savs thas

251roved Lens of thousands of
et shoots in Kiev. Poltava and
CPYRGHT other obias*s e Kepublic; they had to e

replanted. imvo.viag ar additional expenditure of
seeds and (ator. FHowever, ever the re3lown areas
yielded a poor <Iop,

last yeal weewy
hectares of s.g

Ukraiuniarn text

vorik shkidnyk =nyshchy. ta Kyiwshchyni, Poltavehchyni
+a& v inshykh obiastyakh respubliky skhody buryakiv na
CPYRGHT desyatkakh *ysiach gektariv; ikh dovelosya peresivaty,
dodatkovo vytrachaty nasinnya. trudodzi, 1 vse zh
peresiani piantatsiil daiy nyskiy wrozhai

Not all oblas*ts have berefited fran the lessons ol the past, the paper continues,
The sugar-beet weevili has again appeared "in large rnumbers (u veiykiy kilkosti)
in Cnernigov, Suny, Kie7 and Poitava oblasts, but the measures taken to fight

it are in adequate A similar situation is said <o be developing in certain
rayotis of Vinnitsa and Zhitamir oblas*s. The paper says '"lack of operative
administrataion is a.so harmful to agricultu:al work ic the Western Ukraine.
Sprarng fieid work should te at its peak now but “many *raztors are idie and some
farmers do no* report for work® !rmrostoyiue b.‘;ba*o traktoriv chastyna
kolgospnykiw ne vykhodyt na crobotu),

Complex Machipery Shugped: The terdency 10 usz “sample wachines” rather than large
conbine harvesters is not new, ascording to a o May bhroadcastl quoting
KIROVOCGRADSKAYA FPrAVDA, Large grain ioases 2ould have teen prevented had the
combine -harvesting p.an not been only 45 o 7V percent fulfilled., Unfortunately,
ever. now in a aumber of rayons *iittle is being done to eliminate last year's
shortcomings." Only two machine-tractor siastions actually completed their canbine
repairs by i May as scheduied, accordas g %0 the paper, It is particularly

crit.cal atocut the iow quality of repairs which are f{requently no mcre than

"irprovised snd patched-up jous.* ilthough only 50 percent of the available cambinzs
are npow reported ready for work. +he 4.tual figure, the paper indicates, is

probably cansiderabiy Lower 3ipse many xachines break down shortly after they appear
in the fields, becazse of poor regair work. Intolerably slow Combine repair work
is the subject of HADUNIEPRTANSKA TRAVDA editorial criticisim. according to a
broadcast fraom Khersorn oo 8 May. Yoting that in four of tne oblast's rayons the
machines are in a sorry otate of disrepsir, the paper says T,hai. in a number of

other (wnnamed,) rayons th~ piciure [s "just about as gLOOmY .

There are "andications of a good harvesty in Odessa Oblast this year but the
technical preparatiors Tor 1l are “derinitely ursatisfactory.”" according to a recent
oblast conference of nachirne-iractor station directors and other agricultural
officials; according to a broad:cast on i2 May. Last year, 2t recalls, "considereble
losses" were sustaired through fariure to keep the comtiines working more than one
shift. per day and ‘o equip them with devices to recover flattened grain.
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Crop care "has been grossly neglec<ed by many ko.khozes and sovkhozes of the
Republic," says a report fram Xiev om 14 May referring to the recent finding

of the Ccilegium of the Ukrainien Mimisiry of Ag‘riculture. This applies primarily
to sugar beets, corn, vegetables, fodder and “other crops. Much of the

success of these cv‘ops is said to depend on *imely hoeing (notykazmya) and
weeding (propolka), but a review of these operations disclosed that in at least
one oblast they had been forgotten aitogether. By i0 Mey the hoeing and

weeding plar fulfillment ranged from %5 percent for Immail Oblast to 6.8

percent for Nikoiayev ard zero percent for Dnepropeirovsk Oblasts. Also, in

some unnazed oblasts the crop damages caused by recent frosts call for

immediate attention-

Oblasts affected by the recent frosts are advised
to look into the state of their crope, establish
CPYRGHT +he extent of damage and .., insure ;esowing,
replanting and so forth in every collective and
state farm in order to completely repair the damage.

Ukrainian text:

ObZasvyan de protyahom ostannikh driv buly prymorozki.
CPYRGHT 22Propoiovanc pereviryty stan posiviv, ustanovyf..y

stper. poshkodzheria i ... zabespethyty provedenia
pidsi- r_:. pidsadshyvanmya. peresiwvu tz inshy shehob u
kaghdona kolgospi I radgospi povmostyu vidr.ovyty
poshkodshery posivw,

Porare apd Vegetsb,= Scarcily. TRUD L0 Mawv savs that the vroducttion of potatoes
and vegetables direstly affects the eopie s vfe.‘.fa:e and therefore trade unions
MUSt a35uge a A-trge share of the responsinvilitv £or the supply of these 1items.

e
Local Soviets have long designsted 'n watv &reas" {progorodrnie zony).,
particuiarly in highiv indus-rislized oblasts. ror potats and vep'e*ab‘e growing to
augment food supplies Tor indusiris. »orkers. These aveas are pianted and tended
ander contract by the nmearesy <ol 2 farms bt the <reps are asually
distributed by the city ‘rade uwlicm QsuUnc1Ls [¥-1s} . The paper :zanaot
understand why the <rade unions » Whose 'prine du {pryamoy dolg) iIs *o improve
ithe workers?® standard of living. “neglecsV such az

nporsant source of food. In

half of ‘he rayons of the highiv industrialized Varossay Obiaszt "vegetable planting
has not started" 7posev ovoshchey ewhche ne nachinalsy 3\ and reports from
Chelyabinsk amzd Astrakhan oblas<ts dicate that oznly paru of the available area has
been scwn. This meaArns that those reas "are joredocming themsel>ves" (zaraneye
obrekayut sebya), The Ughek Trads Unions Counci. . having been repeatedly warned of
dwindling supplies of potatoes =zd vegetatnles for the city populaticn has nevertheless
failed %o do amything about 1t with the result that the "vegetable area ,.. has
gradually deter ora*ei" i ovosnihevodcheskaya zama .. postepenno raspadalas). This

is said to be parti uiarly crue of +he Tushkent district where the effect of the meager
vegetable cror s aiready boirg et

ZNAMTYA KMMUNIZME @3 May) says "hast nothing bus obvious neglect and extreme lack of
organigation' can expieln the failure <o provide for adequate potato and vegetable
crops in some suburkan areas in the onlasgt KURSKAYA PRAVDA declares editorially
on 10 May that “the fac+ that vegeiab.e wing 1S a baclavard branch of agriculture
will Do Longer te to.crated, Many ta).ective farms "could double and triple output"
of these foodstufls i: they dewcted u ii1tl.c more effort to it it says . A report
from Kiev (6 May), quoting fram PRAVES 1 JIGALINY ) s&1d that despite the warning given
by the Party Central Comui*tee -o tew ohliasts last December against, a possible
lowering of +he vegetuble wieid. the outlook is still "not very good.'" No details
were guoted. A Talyugin srileie in KOMMUNIST TADIIKISTANA bhroadecast on 13 May says
that vin & majority of kolkhozes 15 the Repubiic" the planting of potatoes and
vegetables is highly unsatisfas-. 1n Kaiyab Obiast collective tarms "are
completely :incapable of 2oping with = he agaigneents .,

Ty Al
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There has been no "decisive upsurge" (reshitelniy podyom) in potato and vegetabdle
cultivazion, says Professor Edelsteir in PRAVDA cm 13 May 6 because the majority
of machine-tractor stations do not show great interest in-that work., This also
accounts for the fact that “"the percentage of mechanigation of vegetable rais.

is very low" (piotsent mekharigatsii ovoshchoykh kuitur ochen mal). The
professor pleads for abandomment of the ‘primitive method” of plahting by hand
which requires "fram 30 to 20 times as much :abor as machine planting. However,
he says. tefore machinery can be employed on a _arge scale the scattered
vegetable patches will have 1o e concentraited in a single area. -Such vegetable
areas would also call for larger and bvetter storage facilities (khraniliechcha)
and processing equipment (tara), boto admitted.y inadequate in most collective farms,

Discussing the (ffect of red tape ou agricultural work, PRAVDA (8 May) asserts that
top Government leaders cannot escape responsibility for failures any more than

field »rigades, and that decisions alone wil: not produce vegetables. The Council
of Ministers of the Tatar ASSR 15 reported ‘o have adcopted ten "measures to increase
production of wvegetables, potatoes and dairy produsts't tut none of the decisions

was impiemented owing o lack of supervisior. Now *he Courncil is trying to remedy
the situation by "adopting a wew decicion® on that question.

Iasw{ficient Fodder Sgppliies — FRAVIA s sditorial srititism of the secondary role
assigred the Livestork industry acd fodder-protarement (1L May! iz echoed by a number
of regionai Tranzmiltters  all 3tressing “hat ~his talls Tor prazpt attention. Hay
mowirng work. for exampie . has heen partial or completely inadequate almost every year
sinte the end of the war. The drast:: measures *akes w¢ the Jovernment in 1951-1952
to improve that bramch of agritalrure ard put the Liveatock 1ndustry back on its feet
involwed speciai bonuses for workers fuifliung +he foider plan and the withdrawing
of certainr material priviieges fron fhose who rfailed. STAVROPOLSKAYA PRAVDA (6 May)
discovers that many of the krsi's agricultura. officials “have learned nothing fram
the iessaons of the pas%.” The present sS1tuiatios. the paper decliares. is somet imes
painful:y reminiscent of 1952 when mu~h of the =sta‘ked hay was left to rot on the

5

fields "*his caused deverioration and even <cmy.ete 1053 of fodder ' Preparations
for ihe hay-waking seascn this year shoiid have been ccapleted ear.y in Mgy it

says, but mhe work 1s not completed; moreover. it :s heimg “carried out in an
extreme iy ungatizfactory aanrer .’

PRAVDA savs that the couniry's sgrisuitura. workers have nc one ut themselves to
blame Lor vhe gicomy fodder-produeiion picture which is epitasized in the adage “as
You have zown s5 3hall you reap! (chto poseyesh. 1o 1 pozhnesh). The outlook may

be judged froun the fast <hat

CPYRGHT despite the «=zriier spring +the amount of peremnial
grasses sow. 17 The 1ountry as a whoie is less than
~asy weay srd consrderatlv Tess ~han in 1951,

Russiarn *ext

CPYRGHT NESZOIrya Td TOeYe TANDUYL vesnu. Vv iseldn po strane
1n.ogo.etnlkh *Tav pessyano neskoiko menshe, chem v
proshiom godw . 1 grachi-elino menshe, chem v 1951 godu,

The mos: discouterting mews, says the pajer comes fros Kalinin and Voronezh oblasts
where *he shortage of roZde> has )eopardiged the orogress of livestock breeding,
These =wo areas are ne exteption as may t©e seen from the 1ist of oblasts

mentioned by the paper. The editorial also refers to “preventable failures" thay are
respersitle for {odder shortagez. For exarpie. the grass seeds aliocated by the
Government for collective farzs and kept 1n orlast warehouses ecould have been used
but were not 4delivered. This aprears to have snaried the whole grass-planting

program :
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Fasknv Oblast removed only 15 percent of the seeds from
its warehouses, Chelyabinsk 13 percent, Molotov

24 perceni. Novosibirsk and Irkutisk otlasts have
hardiy begun to deliver seeds,

RADYAMSYA UKRAINA (I Msy) reiterates PRAVDA ‘s charges that something will nave to be
done to forestall 4otal failure of the fodder “procurement plan, =2 .7 adds theat the fodder
situation iz the Ukraine iz @o —ad that “only increasing and self-gsacrificing wark ...
can ingure sacrcess,” The plan for Sowing fodder crops in the Republic 'has not

been fulfiiled for even ome crop.® Zhitemar. Thernigov and Voroshilovgrad oblasts
have al -eady bungled their 1953 schedceles  having completed their plars by only
one-half, and Sumy oblast by ever iess, A rep. t from Bryansk (15 May) quotes
HRYANSKIY RABOCTIY as stating that the meesures aiready adopted bv the oblast to
secure an adequate fodder base and further the frogrers of the livestock industry
"are not heing carried out iu a satisfactory manner ., "

Cotfgu: As regards cotton rarzing, XOMUNTIT TADYIKISTANA points cut on (6 May) :
“for the Repudblic as a whole the wrlenertation of irportant agrotechnical measures
is proceeding extremely uzsatisfactorily,”" The same Japer adds on 9 May that +he
fertiiigation of cotton is being carried ocut with "inadmissible delays,“ but that
no ore seexs to he perturbed by che shortcamings of tractor and horse-drawn
fertiilaing machines, A Tepor® from Staiinabvad of 1% May indicates +hat there is
nothirg wrong with the <ot<on- raizing industrv tha "more effective leadership™ will
not cure. but doss not ampiifv the point,

PARIY ACTIVITIES

Political Education: 4 Llarge portiom of the output on Party activities stresses the
need for intermsified trainming of rask-and.file members in Marxist-leninist theory.

A high stiandard of political ¢dutation is seen as absoliutely necessary for future
Partv and Govermment Buccesses. The unsetisfactory performance of mary political
schools revealis that ilack of Parvy control over politicai studiez, as well as
insdegquate physical facilities - buildings, text booke amd other study aids--are to
7 large extent responsibile for the roor 2lass attendance and general apanhy

toward pelitizcal education. CHERN(MORSKA KOWMUNA (5 May) hints that a look at the
Partv school metwork gives the impression that both the teachers and the students
iack exthusiasm for their work, The studies ‘are duli and ccnducted at a low
1declogicai leveli v Marxist theory 13 taughy as something quite seperate fram the
dajly prasiize of Compunis+t canstruciicrn, (ne of the worst shortcamings, it
decliares, 1: "no study ai all," apnd absenteeism. 4s in industry and agriculture, is

not uncommon among poiitical studenic .

Sharp cxivicism 13 voiced against Cammunists who

CPYRGHT urder the guise of independent study of the
Marxiz=- len.nist *hecry failed to raisze their

xnowledge

STAVROPOLSKAYA FRavin (7 May) immighs sgainst the “elements of formalisa,
uncritical approach and abstract edecat ion {shikxolyarstvo)" which are still over louked
in a oumter of poilitical 8cho2ls. The cramming of certain formulas, facts and dates
"has nothing to do with the krepes sscimilation” of Marxist-Leninist dogma and
coatributes 1o the iow ldeclogicai lewvel of school ins*ruction. In Trunovskiy,
Deitrievskiy axnd Mineralovedskiy vayons studies were intersupted recently by
"increasing atsenteeis: of studern which poses a serious threat to the entire
education piaan, The Jow ideciogical study level is aiso discussed by Grebin in a
broadeast fram Voroshiiovgrad on 8 May. "We must do something to improve the present
state of affairs at the oblast Kamsamo: school network,* he says, "if our education
Program is to succeed,»
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He does not give any details, however, except that Komsamol schools "appear to be
well organiged but the ideoclogical quality of the studies is smeething for the
Party 4o be concermed about." Political education has already "collapsed" in
some rayons, seys KIROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA (12 May), and in others the local Farty
Committees "have relaxed their control over the ideological quality of political

instrectiom .

Seminars are the life blood of the political school network, says STALINSKOYE
ZNAMYA editorially om 13 May, yet "some propagandists systematically avoid
attending them.” This is said to be a frequent occurrence in some of the
oblast fs rayaes particularly in Lev-Toistovskily where even the Party Secretary
"did not attend a single study-circie sessian or political school class,™
Propagandists are frequeantly '"seiected at random" and then left to their own
meager resources. Is there any wonder, the paper asks, that the Party enlighterment
program in Stealinsky, Chernyavskiy, Semenovskiy anc several other (unnamed) rayons
of Ryagan Oblast "has all but bogged down?® CHERNCMORSKA KQMMUNA refers to

the political study theme om 13 May by implicitly admitting that its recemt
eriticism has produced no improvement in the work of the political schools and
8tudy circles, Imn fact, the paper has discovered that absenteeism is not
confined to students alone. "In Kaganovichskiy Rayon, for example, almost

50 percent of the propagandiste miss their lessons," Party enlightenment is also
said to have suffered serious setbacks in Chernyavskiy, fasdelnyanskiy and other
rayons where systematic school training has been replaced by cocecasional political
lectures.

FRAVDA ‘s editorial view {14 May) of the political training program is that

vigorous Party leadership and unrelaxing contreol over the school networks are
required to dbring the academic yesr to a successful conclusion, Suck control,
however; is said to be lacking in too many obiasts, particularly in Irkutsk,

“irov and Novosibirsk, where it has virtually been a2bandoned. Interruptions
(sryvy) are frequent and school attendance is smail (niska poseschayemost),
RADYANSKA UKRAINA (13 May) repurts “"serious shortcomings" in the political
education of tke Sumy and Nikolayev oblast schoois. Seminars '"are held jrregularly"
and the discussior of important ideological themes is either formal and superficial
or avoided altogether. KXOMSOMCLSKAYA FRAYDA {14 May) is comparatively mild in

its critazism of %the slow progress of poiitical enlightemment, It merely says
that 1t amight be a good idea, in view of th= aprroaching end of the academic year,
to devote a little nore %o reviewing past achievements and finding out how much
theoret ica. kmowledge has actually been assimilated by the students,

4+
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